
Today in class…. (Wednesday, Week 5) 
 
We learned two main things: 
-how to talk about the weather 
-how to use the verb aller (to go) 
 

I. How to talk about the weather. 
 
Basically, you need to memorize the vocab pages 74 to 75. The basic expression to talk about 
weather is il fait: il fait beau, il fait chaud, il fait du soleil, etc. But there are of course variations and 
exceptions. The reason il pleut and il neige are different are that these are verbs: it is raining, it is 
snowing. There are also a fair number of nouns: l’averse, le brouillard listed on page 75. The basic rule 
with these is to use il y a : il y a du brouillard (there is some fog) il y a des nuages (there are some clouds). 
 

II. New verb: aller (to go)  
 
First off, memorize the conjugation: 
 
je vais  nous allons 
tu vas  vous allez 
il/elle/on va ils vont 
 
This verb has two main uses 
 

1- to talk about where one is going 
 
je vais à Paris I am going to Paris 
 
elle va souvent à Timbuktu she goes to Timbuktu often 
 
nous allons à la bibliothèque we are going to the library 
 
ils vont au cinéma le vendredi soir they go to the cinema on Friday nights 
 
Note: when talking about cities, just use à, because cities are not nouns that need le/la/les before 
them, they’re just Paris, or New York, or San Francisco; when talking about places that are not 
proper nouns (generally, not capitalized nouns), you need to use à plus the article that goes with 
them. For example: je vais à la bibliothèque because bibliothèque is feminine. 
 
However, the French don’t like how à + le rolls off the tongue, so they made up a new word: au 
 
So, je vais à le cinéma becomes je vais au cinéma 
 
read over page 78 for more explanation of this 
 

2- to construct what we call the futur proche (the near future tense) 
 



Just like we used aimer + infinitif to say what we like to do, we can use aller + infinitif to talk about 
what we are going to do. It’s a very simple construction. Here, for example, is aller + danser (going 
to dance) 
 
Je vais danser samedi soir I am going to dance on Saturday night. 
 
Tu vas danser à Paris? Are you going to dance in Paris? 
 
Elle va danser ce soir à la bibliothèque. She is going to dance tonight in the library. 
 
Nous allons danser ce weekend. We are going to dance this weekend. 
 
Vous allez danser avec vos parents. You are going to dance with your parents. 
 
Ils vont danser. They are going to dance. 
 
 


