
Today in class…. (Monday, Week 7 + Tuesday, Week 7) = Chapitre 3 Vocabulaire 1 
 
We learned three main things: 
-how to talk about our nationalities 
-how to talk about our origins (what countries our relatives are from) 
-how to conjugate the verb “venir” 
 

I. Nationalities 
 
Basically, you need to memorize the vocab pages 112 to 113. For specifying nationalities, that’s the 
vocabulary in the column on the left of page 112. To specify the nationality of someone, you simply 
use the verb être, plus the adjective (in the lefthand column), and agree it with the person. A few 
examples: 
 
 James Bond est anglais James Bond is English 
 Kate Middleton est anglaise  Kate Middleton is English (note the e on the end because she’s 
feminine) 
 James Bond et Kate Middleton sont anglais James Bond and Kate Middleton are English. Because 
anglais already ends in s, no s gets added. Contrast this with australien below. 
 Nicole Kidman est australienne. 
 Hugh Jackman est australien. 
 Hugh Jackman et Nicole Kidman sont australiens. 
 Nicole Kidman et Naomi Watts sont australiennes. 
 
So more than just memorizing the vocab as it appears on page 112, you need to memorize each 
vocab word in its masculine, feminine, and plural (and feminine plural) form. 
 

II. Origins/ancestry 
 

To talk about cultural origins, the concepts are all the same, except you use “origine culturelle,” 
which is feminine, so all your country adjectives will be feminine also. Hence: 
 
 Jennifer Lopez est américaine. (B/c she’s an American citizen) Elle est d’origine culturelle mexicaine. 
 Arnold Schwarz est américain. Il est d’origine culturelle autrichienne. 
 Je suis d’origine culturelle irelandaise et anglaise. 
 

III. New verb: venir (to come) 
 
Memorize how to conjugate this verb on page 118.  Also note that it has a few variations, such as 
devenir (to become). General rule, just take venir and add de-onto the front of it and conjugate devenir 
that way. Other variant: revenir (to come back). Although we haven’t gone over this yet, know that 
venir has two main uses. One, to say where you come from. 
 
 Arnold vient d’Autriche. Arnold comes from Austria. 
 
Two, to say what you come from just doing.  
  
 Je viens de finir mes devoirs. I just finished doing my homework. 


